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Voices From Smaller Yearly Meetings. 

In the printed “Minutes of New England 
Yearly Meeting of Friends, held at Westerly, 
1900,” which have now come to hand, appear 
counsels from and epistles addressed to that 
body, which seem deserving of a wider hearing. 
We present-extracts as follows: 


When once the mind is made up to attend 
these meetings, a way is found beyond one’s 
expectation ; and the outpouring of Divine love 
felt in this silent waiting is often helpful in 
our spiritual aspirations between one meeting 
and another. We thus manifest our allegiance 
to Almighty God by leaving our daily vocations 
for a little time, to worship Him in spirit and 
truth. Love and unity, one with another, can 
only be fully experienced when the love of 
God prevails in each individual heart. 

Friends were cautioned against spending too 
large a proportion of their time in reading 
newspapers and periodicals, to the neglect of 
the history of our Society and the biography 
of its faithful members. We were also cau- 
tioned against being too much influenced by 
the extravagant tendencies of the age in our 
manner of living.—New England. 


i We have been reminded that things seen and 
temporal are almost a perennial temptation. 
. And even with some consciousness that the 
Kingdom consists not in meat and drink, and 
however free from their use as forms and as- 
sumed aid in fulfillment of spiritual require- 
ments, engrossment in outward things is ever 
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8 a bait and a snare. How suitable is the in- 
r spired counsel, “Love not the world, neither 
: the things that are in the world. If any man 
. love the world, the love of the Father is not in 
18 him.”—Jowa. 

: Not as a prospective experience only, but in 
nd the economy of grace [residence in the para- 
or dise of God is] to be known in the surroundings 
i of mortality. elevating the commonest use of 
th, literal things into veritable work in the vine- 
N- yard of the great husbandman, being “ diligent 
y in business, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.” 
ve The cup of cold water given in the virtue of 






ward from the Master as if done to himself. 


true discipleship obtains recognition and re- 
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“In as much as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me.”—Jowa. 


A responsive chord has been touched with 
renewed desires that this annual greeting may 
not be a lifeless form, but that each message 
may bear the impress of true gospel life, which 
is the light of men, and is the bond that will 
bind us together as true and living members of 
one household of faith.— Ohio. 


Our Saviour said, “ye are my friends if ye 
do whatsoever I command you.” We believe 
that the day loudly calls for a closer walk with 
our dear Saviour, that we may be qualified to 
go forth at his call into fields which are already 
white unto harvest. We do not believe that 
the mission of our Society is fulfilled, as some 
would have us think. For are not the princi- 
ples which Friends have held for over two hun- 
dred years still in advance of some of the re- 
ligious views of other denominations? 

Let us not then turn back in the day of bat- 
tle, but be strong ; remembering that greater 
is He that is in you, than he that is in the 
world. Let us strive to dwell in the quiet hab- 
itation, that we may know the will of the Lord 
concerning us, and not resist the strivings of 
his spirit until it shall cease to strive with us. 
— Western. 


And, dear young sisters, our hearts salute 
you in true Christian love, and we would say 
unto you, be in earnest. Be not satisfied with 


a lukewarm condition, but strive with your 


whole mind, might, and strength to serve the 
living God.— Western (Women’s Meeting.) 


Although we are all weakness, He is all-pow- 
erful, and if we are willing to be emptied of 
self and depend entirely on God, not in idle- 
ness and slothfulness, but being ready and will- 
ing to go at his command, He will enable us to 
overcome all, and having overcome, to stand, 
putting on the “whole armor of God.”—Kan- 
sas. 


The wonderful privilege of access to God, 
accorded by Divine mercy to every individual 
under the priesthood of Christ, has been upheld 
as the crowning doctrine of our distinctive 
faith. The vastness of the need of this for- 
gotten doctrine in the professing Christian 
world is so great that earnest has been the 
pleading for faithfulness, that all the gifts be- 
stowed by Christ Jesus, our Lord, on the mem- 
bership may be so occupied under the Divine 
Power that these great and precious doctrines 
may be proclaimed in faithfulness to a lost and 
sinful world.—Kansas (Women’s Meeting.) 


There is blessing promised by Him who never 
fails to those “who do his commandments that 
they may have a right to the tree of life and 
may enter in through the gates into the city.” 
There God’s power keeps its inmates from all 


the evils those are exposed to who are outside. ° 
Each inhabitant of this city, ““ New Jerusalem,” 
realizes that the “Tabernacle of God is with 
men,” and he will dwell with them, and they 
shall be his people, and God himself shall lead 
them. The eye of faith, opened by the power 
of God alone, can see this city, and there is 
“no need of the sun, neither the moon to shine 
in it, for the glory of God doth lighten it, and 
the Lamb is the light thereof.” 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you all, Amen. 


JOHN CARTER. 
Wilmington, Ohio. 


The increase of Christ’s kingdom in the 
hearts of the children of men is God’s work of 
grace, which comes through Jesus Christ, but 
unless we yield to his work in our hearts, and 
become a willing people in the day of our vis- 
itation, and the putting forth of His power, 
we shall become as the heath in the wilderness 
in place of a pleasant watered garden in whose 
walks the Lord would take delight. 

Every age has its peculiar temptations, but 
Christ’s cross ever calls the disciple to a close 
consistent walk with him. Christ Jesus, as 
our light, makes plain everything that tends 
to lead away from the path well pleasing to 
him; his power and love draw us therefrom 
into the denial of these things, persuading us 
to do the will of our Heavenly Father with an 
eye single to Him, to his glory and our good. 
The love of pleasures and riches prove more se- 
ductive to the church than the fires of persecu- 
tion, and are more fatal to our eternal interests. 
In view of these things, the warning which the 
Lord Jesus Christ gave to his apostles in the 
Garden of Gethsemane has been sounded in 
our ears: “ Watch and pray lest ye enter into 
temptation; the spirit indeed is willing, but 
the flesh is weak.” With this came the prom- 
ise of “a happier time to come, if we as a 
people, though but a remnant, remain faithful 
to our God, for the night is far spent, the 
dawn is at hand,” words of comfort and of 
cheer, sealed by the Spirit to our understand- 
ing, and to you our companions in tribulation 
and faithful brethren in Christ. 

We believe that God’s sovereign mercy and 
truth are over all, and though clouds obscure 
our view of the Sun of righteousness, yet he 
ever shines unchangeable and unchanged, ready 
at all times to make himself strong in behalf 
of those who truly love, trust, and obey Him. 
And though grievous wars and commotions 
cause a tumult in the earth liké to the sea 
and the waves roaring, let our ears ever be in- 
tent to hear the gentle yet almighty voice of 
the Prince of Peace, who stilled the waves on 
Galilee’s shore, saying, “ Peace, be still!’ He 
is the same to-day who now commands “ Be 
ye not troubled.” He speaks peace to his peo- 
ple, He gives to them of his peace, and may 
that peace of God ever rule in our hearts. If 











26 






THE FRIEND. 


Eighth Mo. 11, 1900 




















































Christ’s love towards us and all men dwells in 
our hearts, we cannot take up carnal weapons 
to oppress or to lord it over our fellowmen. 
Said the Lord Jesus, “If my kingdom were of 
this world then would my servants fight.” Not 
being of this world, our weapons must be 
spiritual ones, wielded in the Lord’s power, to 
slay in ourselves those lusts from whence all 
wars among men arise.—Canada. 


Military Skill in Ants. 

From a military standpoint, the methods em- 
ployed by ants to provide food for an ant col- 
ony are almost perfect. Their foraging parties 
are faultless, both in planning and execution, 
and are almost uniformly successful. An Amer- 
ican who is at present in business in South Af- 
rica has sent home a description of a foray of 
an army of ants. 

The army, which he estimates to have num- 
bered about fifteen thousand ants started from 
their home in the mud walls of a hutand marched 
in the direction of a small mound of fresh earth 
but a few yards distant. The head of the col- 
umn halted on reaching the foot of the mound, 
and waited for the rest of the force to arrive 
at the place of operations, which evidently was 
to be the mound of fresh earth. When the 
remainder had arrived and halted so that the 
entire army was assembled, a nuinber of ants 
detached themselves from the main body and 
began to ascend to the top of the mound, 
while the others began moving so as to encircle 
the base of the mound. 

Very soon a number from the detachment 
which had ascended the mound, evidently the 
attacking party, entered the loose earth and 
speedily returned, each bearing a cricket or a 
young grasshopper, dead, which he deposited 
upon the ground and then returned for a fresh 
load. Those who had remained on the outside 
of the mound took up the crickets and grass- 
hoppers as they were brought out and bore 
them down to the base of the hill, returning 
for a fresh load. Soon the contents of the 
mound seemed to be exhausted, and then the 
whole force returned home, each carrying his 
burden of food for the community. 

Here, then, was a regular foray, planned and 
executed with military precision, the country 
surveyed, the depot of provisions known ac- 
curately before the march was made, and at 
the mound prudential division of labor and care 
taken that none of the victims should escape. 


Doukhobor Notes. 


EXTRACTED FROM RECENT LETTERS WRITTEN BY JOSEPH S. 
ELKINTON. 
(Continued from page 23). 

“The finest grain fields seen among the colo- 
nists were in view near the village of Terpenie, 
where the sick were assisted. The last house 
we came to, and where we were to dine, was 
the residence of the dear grandmother of the 
Doukhobors, Anastasja Virigin. She has six 
sons in exile in Siberia, and one other son died 
on the way there. She also has a grandson 
among the exiles. 

“Her son Peter was about the most noted of 
these. She is eighty-four years of age, clear 
and bright in her intellect. She has a daughter 
living ‘with her, the table was bountifully fur- 
nished, and she said she enjoyed having us to 
dinner, and we told her it was a privilege to 
be there. 

“There are seven women in this village 
whose husbands are in exile, and when we were 
assembled together in a meeting capacity, we 
had a letter read from Ivan Kinkin, the trans- 
lation of which was in effect, ‘Is it true that 
the Quakers are striving to get our release 
from here? May the Lord direct their steps 
that we may get to you, and worship our Heav- 
enly Father with you, and so we wish the Lord 
to help, that we may be with our mother and 
see you all. We send our best messages to 
our friends the Quakers, for their Christianity 
and love in their hearts, and remain your lov- 
ing brother, father and son-in-law, Ivan Kinkin.’ 

“The reading of this letter was a good be- 
ginning for our meeting, which proved, before 
it closed, (in my view), the crowning meeting 
thus far in this visit. We entered into feeling 
with them, and they were addressed in the 
ability afforded, the opportunity closing with a 
remarkable prayer by J. E. R.” 

Seventh Month 4th.—Our friends drove from 
the South to the North Colony, and on their 
way lost the trail for a time, which J. S. E. 
says “might be called a terrible ride,” and 
adds, “‘we had to make the roads, and I do 
not know who among our women Friends 
would have enjoyed the bouncing, to say noth- 
ing about crossing the rivers. Twenty-five or 
thirty miles’ riding, however, gave us some ex- 
ercise of a kind that was calculated as an an- 
tidote for dyspepsia. 

“We feel it requires a goodly measure of 
wisdom to act discreetly in the purchase of 
stock in the several villages where they are 
most in need of such assistance.” 

They met a Doukhobor (Gregory Sleman- 
koff), who had lately arrived from Siberia, 
where he had been exiled three years, and prior 
to that was one year and two months in prison 
in Tiflis. 

“He is a man of about seventy-two years of 
age, of good powers of mind and in fair con- 
dition physically, and he told us that when in Si- 
beria some priests of the Greek church, asked 
the Governor of the police if they might visit 
the Doukhobors, to which the answer was 
given, ‘If the exiles were willing to receive 
such visits they might.’ The Doukhobors re- 
plied they were willing to receive them if the 
priests would come peaceably and not get 
angry in case the truth was told them. On 
this the priests had their first and second visit, 
but on the third they lost their temper at what 
the Doukhobors said in answer to their ques- 


























STEPPING STONES.—Strive vigorously to form 
the habit of using everything that comes to 
you, whether pleasant or unpleasant, fortunate 
or unfortunate, to your advantage. Do not 
allow an unpleasant letter, a disagreeable criti- 
cism, an uncharitable remark, or other trial of 
any kind to darken your whole day and cast a 
shadow over your life. 

Make up your mind resolutely that nothing 
shall stand in the way of your genuine success. 
You cannot allow your life to be darkened by 
the clouds cast over your pathway by those 
who wish to injure you. Misfortunes and dif- 
ficulties make strong those who have the cour- 
age to surmount them and use them as step- 
ping-stones instead of stumbling-blocks. 

















“WHEN you can put out fire with fire, or 
dry wet clothes with water, you may hope to 
lessen evil by doing wrong yourself.” 























we have had. 
itual character of true worship, recalling the 
discourse between the Saviour and the woman 
of Samaria, at Jacob’s well. 
many of them could not read Scripture his- 
tory, Scripture doctrine might be taught in 
their hearing with great propriety. He after- 
ward gave thanks for the ability so mercifully 
afforded to the messengers, and petitioned for 
a blessing upon the inhabitants of this village, 
that they might be enabled to maintain their 






tions, and the priests were about to do vio- 
lence, but the governor of the police sent them 
away as they got angry, and they could not go 
back again. 


“Two others that were in exile in Siberia 


have made their way to Canada.” 


“The presence of Gregory Slemankoff had 


its influence on the meeting in causing a solemn 
feeling to overspread it, and his return to his 
family was referred to in what was expressed, 
for if he caused such real joy among them, will 
not there be joy indeed among the inhabitants 
of the Celestial City when the spirits of the 
redeemed enter that blessed abode! 


“Lodged at G. S.’s and started next morn- 


ing (Seventh Month 5th), for the village of 
Oswobozdenie, consisting of twenty-five houses, 
in one of which we found a man who had been 
sick for seven months. His health broke down 
while working on the railroad. 


“Our sympathy and pecuniary assistance 


was given to his wife and three children. We 
also saw an aged man who was crippled by the 
Turks or Tartars in 1855, his wife being in- 
jured at the same time. 


“‘Our meeting here was the largest I think 
J. E.R. enlarged upon the spir- 


He also said as 


faithfulness, as he most truly believed there 
were spiritually minded ones among them.” 

J.S. E. spoke about the importance of using 
the gifts entrusted to us by the Father of the 
spirits of all flesh; that neglect in exercising 
these left people in darkness, with less power 
to discern and discriminate spiritually, and 
finally their strength to do that which they 
felt to be their duty, was gone. The beaming 
countenances and marks of true character evi- 
dent among these dear people in the absence of 
so much that we count necessary to comfort 
or even existence, were truly instructive. 

Passing on to another village (Ticherakoff), 
a meeting was held, during which the hope 
was expressed that the colonists would remain 
steadfast in the simplicity of their own faith, 
and rather deepened in what they already knew, 
than abandon their convictions through the 
persuasion of any who might come among them. 

The Swan River was crossed on a bridge 
built by the Doukhobors, and it was said two 
other bridges had been put across this stream 
by them during the past year. 

Considerable fishing is now done in this 
river, and the travellers had fresh fish to eat. 
There also appeared to be one hundred and 
sixty acres of grain in promising condition 
near this village. 

On the sixth of Seventh Month the driver 
missed the trail and gave our friends an ex- 
ceedingly rough ride of five or six miles— 
breaking a track through bushes and mosqui- 
toes, and finally brought them to a river which 
they had to cross by their own exertions on a 
small raft, because the driver did not want to 
drive through the stream at that place. 

The village of Lucomerofka was on the op- 
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posite bank. J.S. E. says, “ Jonathan and I 
managed to get over, but as we had neither 
gum boots, rope nor extra team, they having 
gone on before, we were comparatively help- 
A less. We plodded up the hill to the village, 
which was located in the roughest place that 


d I have seen. The people seemed very grateful 
A for the visit, as I judge the visits they get are 
5 very few.” 

, In the afternoon they had a meeting with 
Y the villagers, and a most impressive scene and 
. opportunity it proved to be. 


J. E. R. told them he did not address them 
as those who needed to be turned from dark- 
- ness to Light, for they had the Light and were 
walking in it, and had testified to it through 
much suffering. It was rather a desire to 







n strengthen them in their faith (our most holy 
a faith), and to encourage them to persevere, so 
that through watchfulness and prayer they 
™ might experience a deepening and growth in 
bd understanding and obedience. 
6 The people followed J. E. R. and J. 8S. E. for 
a- . some distance toward their next stopping-place 
-—the feeling thus manifested with such genu- 
ik ine appreciation, and the ofttimes picturesque 
r appearance of such groups makes a very im- 
he pressive feature in these visitations. 
n They arrived at Pokrofka about 6.30 P. mM. 
as J. S. E. writes: “The houses in this village 
ie” present a very neat appearance. Several women 
in were milking near a smudge fire, and three 
4 pairs of oxen lying contentedly near another 
ly for protection from the mosquitoes. If the 
or owners were only out of debt, what a fine thing 
se, it would be! Still I believe these people will 
air prosper. We spoke with a woman who had 
re three sick women in her wagon. The water in 
the river had been too high for the horses, and 
ng they gave out. The woman was however, 
he within calling distance of the village, and she 
ng got out and unharnessed the horses, and with 
er a rope, thrown to her by the men from the 
nd shore, made it fast so they could pull the 
ley wagon, with the sick in it, through the river. 
ng These poor women were probably en route 
vi- for Yorkton, fifty miles distant, as many go 
of there to get medical attention. 
ort “Wrapping my head up pretty well with a 
handkerchief, sprinkled with a preparation the 
ff), mosquitoes did not like, I had a fair night’s 
ope sleep.” 
ain “* Seventh Month 7th.—The temperature this 
th, morning is very pleasant. I cannot doubt 
BW, our meeting was all the better for being held 
the this morning, for J. E. R. certainly handled 
pm. with ability some deep subjects, and the people 
ige were attentive throughout. 
Lwo “We passed on through the village of Voz- 
am nesienie to the river bank opposite the village 
f Verofka, where we found some old buildings, 
this into one of which the horses were put and left, 
pat. while we took passage on a raft of nine logs, 
and fastened together by a cross log in front, and 
ion another across the centre, on which I sat. Five 
| of us seemed to be a pretty good load, and 
ver before we got fairly started we stranded on a 
ex- rock, but by good management got off; the 
s— current was pretty strong, but we had a safe 
qui- passage and made our way up the hill to a very 
rich neat little village, the first taat I have seen 
m a with pitched board roofs, and such a high 
t to pitch as to have quite a store room overhead, 
with windows in the gable, and in one instance 
op- a dormer window. One of these cottages is 








occupied by a carver, who had articles that I 
would suppose would be quite saleable. 
wife was in a pretty helpless condition, and | 
would suppose her recovery doubtful. Although 
the company in this village is comparatively 
small we had a good solid meeting with them, 
and parted in a tender manner. 


the sight of fields of barley and grain that had 
been sown.” 


means about 4550 years ago—there lived a 
little princess in China by the name of Louit- 
Seu. 
a wonderful palace set in a shady, flowery 
park. Her father, who was Emperor of China, 
was called Hoang-Ti. 


or started out for a little walk with his daugh- 
ter. 
rins and officers of the royal household. 


left the garden and entered a long avenue of 
mulberry trees, but they were all obliged to 
come to a standstill when little Louit-Seu 
paused before a small shrub that grew near 
the path. 


busily eating the green leaves, and crawling 
up and down the twigs. She was so inter- 
ested in the sight that the Emperor ordered 
the branch transplanted into a huge pot in his 
daughter’s room, that she might watch them 
at her leisure. 


playmates, and few games, and so she was de- 
lighted with her new pastime of watching the 
worms feed, and of providing them with plenty 
of fresh mulberry leaves. 
worms gradually changed from black to milk 
white. 


had grown stout and thick, and were sitting 
on the twigs apparently wrapped in a fabric of 
shining, yellowish threads. 
ing their heads to and fro, and a fine thread 
seemed to be coming from their mouths. This 
thread they kept on winding rapidly about 
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“Tn crossing the river we were delighted by 


(To be continued.) 





Princess Louit-Seu and the Worms. 
“Once upon a time”—and in this story that 


She lived with her father and mother in 


One morning in spring, it is said, the Emper- 
They were accompanied by many manda- 


They made a little procession when they had 


What she saw was hundreds of black worms, 


Little Princess Louit-Seu had not many 


The color of the 
One day she discovered that the caterpillars 


They were mov- 


themselves. 

Little Louit-Seu was so surprised and ex- 
cited that she did something which was forbid- 
den—she ran into her father’s privy-council 
chamber, and, interrupting him in his talk, 
begged him to come and see what the wonder- 
ful caterpillars were doing. 

Now, as it happened, the subject that the 
Emperor was discussing was the extermination 
of the mulberry trees, and the officers were 
urging him to get rid of the loathsome cater- 
pillars in this way. They were very indignant 
when he left the room to go with the little 
princess to watch these very worms. 

Before very long these worms had so wound 
themselves in the silken threads that they 
were completely hidden from view. Then they 
could do nothing but wait, wondering what 
would happen next. 

In a few weeks from the small end of the 
little silk-house there came, first, tiny white 
feet, then a little white creature slowly crept 


forth, and when it had opened its wings Louit- 


Seu saw that it was a dainty white butterfly. 
















































27 


The little butterflies hovered about, and laid 


their eggs upon the mulberry-trees, which in 
time hatched out the black worms again. 


Now comes the strangest part of the story. 


The Emperor, Hoang-Ti, had been puzzling 
about the strange little worms, and one day he 
invented a little machine which made it possi- 
ble to unwind the silk from the cocoons, or the 
“little silk-houses,” as they called them. When 
this was done he took the fibre to the Empress, 
and she wove in her loom a beautiful piece of 
shining yellow silk. This was the beginning of 
silk-weaving in China, and, before Hoang-Ti 
and Louit-Seu died it became a great industry 
in the country. 


The people wereso grateful for the discovery 


that they wished to erect a monument to the 
Emperor, for, in that country, there were 
many monuments and temples; but one very 
wise philosopher said it would be impossible to 
build a monument which would not perish in 
time, and so he told the people to teach all 
the little children to look up at night and seek 
out the brightest stars in the heavens and 
name them for the Emperor. 


And so when night falls the children run 


out of their houses and look about the sky 
until they find the four brightest stars in the 
constellation of Scorpion, and then they cry 
out, “Tsan-Fang—the little silk-house!” And 
then they remember the great Emperor, who 
learned to discern God’s laws in the lowliest 
things, and to make that knowledge a benefit 
to his kingdom and people.— The Household. 


KEEP still! When trouble is brewing, keep 


still ; when slander is getting on its legs, keep 
still; when your feelings are hurt, keep still 
till you recover your composure at any rate. 
Things look different through an unagitated 
eye. 
sent it, and wished I had not. 
years, I had another commotion and wrote a 
long letter ; but life rubbed a little sense into 
me, and I kept that letter in my pocket against 
the day when I could look over it without agi- 
tation and without tears. 
Less and less it seemed necessary to send it. 
I was not sure it would do any hurt, but in my 
doubtfulness I leaned to reticence and event- 
ually it was destroyed. Time works wonders. 


In a commotion once I wrote a letter and 
In my later 


I was glad I did. 


Wait till you can speak calmly, then you will 


not need to speak, may be. Silence is the most 


massive thing conceivable sometimes. It is 
strength in very grandeur. It is like a regi- 
ment ordered to stand still in the mad fury of 
battle.— Burton. 


A MAN once asked me, “Is not conscience a 
safer guide than the Holy Spirit?” I just took 
out my watch and said, “Is not my watch bet- 
ter than the sun?” Suppose that I said to you, 
“*T will tell you the hour by my watch, and you 
must always take the time from me.” That is 
conscience. It is the sun that is to rule the 
time. Conscience is fallen and corrupt. If we 
had an unfallen conscience, like holy Adam, it 
would be as if my watch were always to agree 
with the sun. But now it is a most unsafe 
guide. Sometimes we hear men say, “I don’t 
see any harm in this practice; my conscience 
doesn’t condemn it.” It is not your conscience 
or your consciousness that is the rule of right 
and wrong; the law is the standard. By the 
law is the knowledge of sin; sin is the trans- 
gression of the law. —Andrew A. Bonar. 
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How a Chinese Christian Kept His Faith. 
BY THEODORA MARSHALL INGLIS. 


Old Wen Hua lives in the city of L——,, not 
fifteen miles from Peking. He is the proprie- 
tor of that most lucrative business in China, a 
a second-hand clothing shop. But it is not of 
his business or business ability that we think 
when old Wen Hua is brought to mind. It is 
the zeal with which he serves God in a heathen 
city of ten thousand inhabitants ; for he is the 
only Christian in the place. 





With the revulsion of feeling against Chris- 
tianity, his relatives and townspeople renewed 
their objectionable treatment. But it only 
served as a dark background, against which 
his faith and good works shone more triumph- 
antly. Contrary, even to the custom of many 
native Chinese Christians, Wen Hua closed his 
shop on the Sabbath, and spent the day after 
the manner of his Christian teachers. He told 
when the day came by means of a large Chris- 
tian-Chinese calendar, which he pasted up just 
outside his shop door. 

In [Twelfth Month] a body of troops marched 
toward the city, and camped on its outskirts. 
The following incident, illustrating Wen Hua’s 
trust in God and courage to do right, is best 
told in his own simple words, as he related his 
experiences to a member of our Presbyterian 
mission in Peking. 

“The soldiers were just outside the city. 
They hate all foreigners and foreign teaching, 
especially the ‘Jesus doctrine.’ On Satur- 
day night an old friend of mine came to call 
upon me. He said: ‘Take down your calendar. 
The soldiers will be in the city soon. They 
will tear you in pieces if they see that paper 
with foreign teaching on it. They will burn 
your shop down.’ 

“‘T answered: ‘Do you think I will tear down 
the paper that tells me when worship day comes? 
Without it I cannot know the right day to give 
to the Lord.’ 

“* Well, you had better tear it down,’ he 
said, ‘and open your shop to-morrow. If you 
don’t they will force you to do it, and to sell 
them garments.’ 

“This provoked me, and Isaid, ‘ Do you think 
we Christians serve our God one day, and fear 
the soldiers the next?’ 

“Well, he went away dissatisfied with my 
speech. The next morning, however, he came 
running to my place, crying: ‘ Hurry, hurry ! 
Tear that paperdown! There are two soldiers 
coming to your shop !’ 

“T said, ‘No, not if they kill me.’ 

Just then the soldiers reached us,—two great, 
fierce-looking men, with guns. I was in front 
of my shop. The taller one stopped when he 
saw the calendar. 

“* What is this?’ he cried. Then he read 
a little, then he rushed up to me, and grunted 
in a terrible tone, while he shook his fist at me: 
“So you follow the foreign devils,—do you?’ 
You shut your shop because they tell you to. 
Well, now, open it. We want to buy garments.” 

“‘T answered: ‘I cannot open my shop on 
the Lord’s Day. It is against his command.’ 

“*The Lord? And who is this Lord? An- 
other foreign devil, I suppose !’ 

““* No,’ I answered ; ‘ He is the God in heaven 
whom we Christians worship. And I will not 
sell you any goods to-day.’ 


dark, since its seas are marked by too many 


“With that he looked at me curiously, and 
backed off toward the other man, who spoke 
to him, and soon they walked away. 

“That afternoon they returned with another 
older man, who asked me, ‘ Does this paper tell 
you not to open your shop?’ 

“* No,’ I said ; it only tells me the worship 
days. When they come, I close my shop.’ 

““*Then no priest makes you do it?’ 

“* No ; only my conscience.’ 

“* Hig! And whois the Lord you spoke of?’ 

“Then I told them some of the truth which 
they seemed curious to hear. 

“ After a while, the old man said: ‘ Well, 
this story may do for you. Shut your shop, if 
you want to. We will not touch your paper.’ 

“Now my friend was watching from the 
corner. 

“When they walked away, he came to me 
in great astonishment. 

“*Didn’t they harm you?’ he cried ; ‘nor 
touch the paper?’ 

“*You see me safe,’ I answered. 

“* Well, they differ from most soldiers as 
fierce looking,’ he said. 

“* You may think that,’ I replied, ‘but I 
know that the God whom I serve protects his 
children.’ ” 

Who shall say, with a few such men as old 
Wen Hua, that there is no hope of China’s 
spiritual redemption? 

PEKING, China. 


Still are the ships that in haven ride 
Waiting fair winds, or a turn of the tide; 
Nothing they fret, though they do not get 
Out on the ocean wide. 

Oh, wild hearts that yearn to be free, 
Look and learn from the ships of the sea! 
Bravely the ships in the tempest tossed 
Buffet the waves till the sea be crossed; 
Not in despair of the haven fair: 

Tho’ winds blow backward and leagues be lost. 
Oh, weary hearts that yearn for sleep, 
Look and learn from the ships of the deep! 


The Lesson of the Lights. 


The United States Government publishes a 
book which many would consider very interest- 
ing reading, since it is almost wholly taken up 
with details as to the location, character and 
condition of the lighthouses along the Atlantic 
and Pacific coasts. The reports of the Light- 
house Inspectors are prepared with great care 
and published regularly. The details with which 
these reports deal may seem dry, but they con- 
vey bits of information of great importance to 
the mariner. 

Every night, at more or less frequent inter- 
vals, along the extended coasts of the United 
States, thousands of lights on mainland, isle 
or lightship blaze forth their welcome or their 
warning to the ocean voyager. 

Some of the luminaries are powerful combi- 
nations of lenses, that throw their piercing rays 
many leagues at sea, while others are mere 
lanterns suspended in buoys that mark where 
harbor tide-ways run. These servitors of sea- 
men may vary in importance of station and 
service, yet none are without a duty and a dig- 
nity. And these many lights all teach a lesson, 
not alone to sailor, but also to landsman. 

The lesson is, in general, that life, as well as 
the ocean, must have its shore and signal lights. 
We cannot successfully navigate life all in the 





shoal spots, and its surface is dotted with too 
many half-hid isles, to allow of reckless voyag- 
ing hither and thither. The voyager over life’s 
sea must know where he is going, and steer by 
the lights along the shore. Some of these dis- 
plays may be the siren signals surreptitiously 
set out, at the instance of Satan, by sordid 
wreckers to decoy souls to their ruin. Others, 
however, are beacons of blessing, symbols of 
safety and of hope, displayed by God himself to 
cheer his children as their brave barks’ course 
over the sea, ever nearer and nearer to the 
heavenly haven. We must learn to distinguish 
between these false flares of folly and the true 
tokens of a godly guidance. This we can do by 
carefully familiarizing our minds with that Di- 
vine list and registry of the spiritual light- 
centres along the coasts of time, which is known 
as the Word of God, whose truth is the illumi- 
nator of all things. Every Christian is meant 
to be a centre of spiritual radiance, a kind of 
a living light. The Lord lights the believer’s 
candle, and so he shines. Because Christ is the 
“Light of the World” is no reason why Chris- 
tians should not feel a responsibility to be 
light-givers, too, in a lesser way. If a com- 
mercial company receives a contract for light- 
ing a city it may, indeed, draw its current all 
from a single power-house, but it will also take 
pains to establish thousands of globes every 
here and there about the streets, through which 
the electric force can display itself. So the 
current of Divine grace must pass through the 
circuits of human character and come to a 
glow in individual hearts and lives. 

The sore need of the world is for more liv- 
ing lights of Christian character. The hydro- 
grapher of the British navy has just reported 
that the extension of light-houses throughout 
the world is not keeping pace with the advance 
of sea surveying and oceanic navigation. Dur- 
ing the last year over two hundred new rocks 
were discovered, some of them by the sad 
method of ships striking on them and being 
lost, and nearly all of these rocks are yet un- 
marked by beacons. So there are as yet many 
uncharted seas, many unmarked reefs, in social 
and business life which are proving just so 
many sources of danger to young and old. 
More Christian luminaries, brighter beacons of 
character, are needed to warn off these treach- 
erous shoals and to invite ships passing in the 
night to the happy havens of a heavenly felicity. 

Every Christian can, in a lesser way, be the 
light of his own little world. George Fox said 
that a godly Quaker ought to light up the 
country for ten miles around. There is no po- 
sition so humble that a holy character faith- 
fully occupying it may not shed abroad upon 
all around it a blessed and cheering radiance. 
The light-ships may teach us a lesson in this 
respect. Anchored far at sea, often in very 
obscure positions, few notice or think of these 
shapeless ships. But so long as they keep their 
lanterns lit and remain anchored securely in 
one spot they render admirable service to the 
storm-tossed mariner. So when the Christian 
remains steadfastly at the post of duty, instead 
of roaming aimlessly about on selfish errands, 
and keeps his spiritual light in brightest con- 
dition, he serves his God and generation well. 

The lights teach many lessons, if we will but 
regard them. What God asks of each one is 
to be like the zealous Baptist, a “ burning and 
a shining light.”—Charles A. S. Dwight. 
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How to Avoid Insanity. 

The following hints on the safeguarding of 
one’s sanity are given in the Century by James 
M. Buckley, editor of the Christian Advocate, 
and author of “Christian Science, and Other 
Superstitions.” 

Anxiety should be systematically antagonized 
by philosophy, religion or change of subjects 
of thought. The effect of worry and suspense 
in driving men wild is constantly seen in the 
business world, directly and by contrast, for 
bankruptcy is often followed by comparative 
mental repose. Hence authorities affirm that 
uncertainty and anxiety are far more liable to 
lead to mental derangement than the assurance 
of disaster. 

As anxiety is a foe to clear thinking, it is 
better for one approaching a crisis to resort 
to indirect methods of dissipating it, such as 
conversation, the reading of an absorbing book, 
violent physical exercise, or the use of tools 
[requiring] his entire attention to their use. 
Similar means also contribute to sound sleep. 

Subjects of thought should be frequently 
changed. Neither fanatacism nor insanity 
from mental causes will be liable to develop 
when the mind is not constantly held upon one 
problem, possibility or perplexity. 

Surroundings lose their power to withdraw 
the mind from care and fear, so from time to 
time the scene should be changed. Those who 
postpone travel for several years often find 
that they have lost the capacity of enjoyment; 
care is their courier, and they return unre- 
freshed. A frequent vacation of two or three 
days in a month would in many cases be more 
beneficial than thirty-six days of leisure or 
change consecutively each year. 

The observance of one day in seven by a 
complete change in subjects of thought, and 
the suspension of modes of activity required 
for six days, would be philosophical, even 
though it had no basis in religion. In the 
first French Revolution, the attempt was made 
to have a holiday once in five days and again 
once in ten. The intervals were too frequent 
under the first plan, and did not recur often 
enough under the second. Hence those who 
hated the system which enforced the [Seventh- 
day period] were fain to return to it. 

The superintendent of one of the largest 
hospitals for the insane, declares that nineteen 
out of twenty of the business and professional 
men who come under his care have been in the 
habit of carrying business on their minds for 
seven days in each and every week. 

Exaggerated sensitiveness is a foe to happi- 
ness, and the direct source of melancholy. In 
its earliest stages it is amenable to self treat- 
ment. Many a restoration to happiness has 
occurred by the revelation to one’s self that 
by undue sensitiveness he has been making life 
intolerable to himself and to his friends. 

Never, except in an emergency, should any 
one stake all he has upon one thing. “ Cesar 
aut nihil” is usually nihil, and if Cesar, it is 
often only another form of nihil. In great 
emergencies, men are often not content to 
wait. Because they know not what to do, they 
do they know not what. 

Many become insane for want of occupation; 
they inherit wealth, and with it a straight- 
jacket of conventionalities in which they are 
compelled to spend their lives. This is espec- 
ially the case with women, who generally, un- 


like men similarly situated, cannot travel by 
sea or land, or employ their energies in hunt- 
ing, fishing or athletics. Men who retire from 
business voluntarily or because of advancing 
years, without modes of mental occupation, are 
prone to melancholy. Some fear poverty while 
in the midst of riches; others are out of joint 
with the times; others develop strange eccen- 
tricities, illustrating the proverb, “Give an old 
mill nothing else to grind and it will grind 
flint.” A habit of reading, an interest in sci- 
ence, active connection with some systematized 
philanthropy, a profound and practical sym- 
pathy with some “ religious cult,” will post- 
pone date of the advent of senility. 


For ‘Tue Frienp.” 


Sound Words. 


(Continued from page 19.) 

Why do we not call our places of worship a 
church as others do? 

The Jews had their temple, made by hands, 
as ordained under their law, wherein to wor- 
ship God. The Christians were taught that 
they as a sanctified people were the temple of 
God’s spirit, wherein He dwelt and was to be 
worshipped in spirit and in truth. The temple 
was called in Greek kuriakon, the Christian 
assembly or congregation of the Great Shep- 
herd, Ekkleria. We, knowing God dwelleth not 
in temples made by hands, but in and among 
his people, confine the word church to its use 
as given in Holy Writ, where it is called 
“ Christ’s body the fulness of Him who filleth 
all in all,” and whether, as the “few gathered 
in an upper chamber,” or as the many standing 
on the day of Pentecost on the open street 
with the vault of heaven for a canopy, there, 
in the presence of God by his spirit, was his 
church. So the idolatrous Saxon called his 
idol temple circ, or Scottish kirk, and calling 
the abode of an idol god by the same name as 
when changed to a Christian place of worship, 
tended to produce a worship similar to that of 
the Samaritans, who feared God, yet worshipped 
their own idols. 

Why do we not call the months by the names 
usually applied? Because pagan Rome named 
them after their idol gods, whose names God’s 
people, under the law, were commanded not 
to take into their mouths. And David de- 
clares “my mouth shall not transgress.” How 
much more incumbent it is on Christians not 
to perpetuate by a daily use the memory of 
heathen abominations. The like objection is 
valid against the usual names of the days of 
the week. 

You have no clergy and laity, have you then 
no ministers? 

Why? yes! No meeting of true Friends can 
possibly be, without ministers being present, 
for Christ brings it down to the two who are 
gathered in his name, when He, the Minister 
of ministers, has promised to form a quorum, 
always sufficing to perform Divine worship, ac- 
ceptable to God through Christ Jesus the one 
Mediator. And as He ministers to them, so 
do they one to another, according to the ability 
that the Head of the Church gives so to do. 
Neither is his ministry to them, nor theirs to 
each other necessarily in words, for Jesus min- 
istered to the disciples both when He broke the 
bread in their midst and when He washed their 
feet, and He left commandment that as He had 
done to them so should they do to each other. 
But when priestcraft stepped in, and robbed 


Christians of his privilege as if they them- 
selves were the only sect authorized by Him 
to do this, then they resuscitated a Jewish or- 
dinance, one which the apostle speaks of as a 
carnal commandment, which Christ nailed to 
the cross, having as “our Passover” died for 
us, and so, fulfilling the law, annulled the rite, 
and of which the Apostle Paul, the teacher of 
the Gentiles, tells them and us we are neither 
to touch, nor to taste nor to handle, for, like 
all meats it perishes with the using, and min- 
isters not to the nourishment of the soul. We 
call no man the pastor, the minister or the 
priest of any one of our churches, for one only 
is that to us, Christ Jesus himself, the Shep- 
herd and bishop of our souls. His ministra- 
tion is spiritual, not according to an outward 
law in temples made with hands, but He minis- 
ters of his spirit whether directly or mediately 
through others, to those who being born of 
his spirit, enjoy and act in the life and grow up 
into the same. If any man ministers of this 
word of life, it must needs be of that which 
Christ Jesus first breaks and gives to him to 
hand forth; for “ Without me ye can do noth- 
ing,” was a lesson even apostles had to learn, 
and proved to be so. Whoever then assumes 
to himself such a title, robs the people of the 
birthright heritage of every child of God born 
into his kingdom, who by Christ are all made 
kings and priests unto God and to himself, to 
offer up such holy spiritual sacrifices as He 
himself prepares and offers on the altar of 
hearts cleansed through faith in Him. 

Christ gives to each one his particular min- 
istry or ministries; some are called to be apos- 
tles, prophets, teachers, helps, governments 
and the like. All are compared to joints in the 
body, each ministering to the comfort of all the 
others. What a stiff body that must be, where 
there is but one joint; on one side stands the 
pastor or minister of the clergy, on the other 
the people. What becomes of Joel’s prophecy? 
the pouring out of God’s spirit, sons and daugh- 
ters, prophesying? 

What becomes of the apostles rule of order, 
“Let the prophets speak two or three . 
for ve may all prophecy one by one?” . . What 
becomes of another rule relating to anything 
revealed to one that sitteth by? All sacrificed 
on the altar of expediency to accommodate a 
church weak in the faith, thinking her Lord 
forgets to fulfil his promise, and like Jeroboam 
building altars of their own device, lest the 
people should go up into the mountain of the 
Lord’s house, which is set above all hills, there 
to be taught by Him. 

Why do you notcall the Scriptures the Word 
of God? Why should we? When the Scrip- 
tures never apply that name to themselves as 
a book, but give it to Him of whom they tes- 
tify, as the foundation of the saints’ faith in 
all ages, even long before the Scriptures were 
written. The Word of God is a name applied 
to deity itself, for “that word was God.” And 
since neither Christ (nor yet his apostles) ever 
found it necessary to apply his own name to 
the writings of inspiration given forth by his 
Spirit, what occasion have we so todo? None 
whatever. It confuses the mind, dims the 
vision. 

Christ Jesus is the Word of God, and the 
Scriptures contain both his words by the proph- 
ets, by himself and by the apostles to his 
church and others. “The word of God came 
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to this or that prophet, saying. ” The 
Jews who condemned Jesus as a malefactor 
had the Scriptures, and yet He told them, “ My 
word is not in you.” Had it been they would 
have believed in Him as the Son and the word 
of God. And who would say that when Satan 
used the words of Scripture to tempt Jesus, 
that because they were such, they were the 
word of God? For God’s word always bespeaks 
God’s will, and the words of Holy Scripture 
only become his word to a soul, when gathered 
and given forth by a motion of God’s spirit, 
nor is this spirit in due season wanting to the 
humble and contrite in spirit, the meek and the 
lowly, whom God by his Spirit guides in judg- 
ment, and to whom He teaches his will and 


way, and so they find acceptance with God. 
(To be continued.) 


“Go On.” 


Arago, the great French astronomer, tells 
us that he became so discouraged in the study 
of mathematics that he almost resolved to 
abandon his effort. He was just about ready 
to give up when he happened to notice some- 
thing printed or written under the paper bind- 
ing of his book. He unfolded the leaf and 
found it was from D’Alembert. The letter 
said: “Go on, sir, goon! The difficulties you 
meet will resolve themselves as you advance. 
Persevere, and the light will dawn and shine 
with increasing clearness upon your path.” 
This striking passage made an impression upon 
the young mathematician’s mind which he 
never forgot. It was a perpetual spur to his 
ambition, and came to him just in the nick of 
time. He resolved then and there that he 
would surmount every difficulty; then he would 
become a great mathematician himself. He 
tightened his grip and urged himself on until 
fame took him up and told the world the story 
of one of the greatest astronomers of his 
time. . .. I have in mind several very brill- 
iant graduates of last year and years before, 
who promised a great deal and of whom friends 
predicted great things, but somehow they have 
disappointed all expectations, simply because 
they lack sticking qualities. They are good 
scholars, and they imagined because they 
ranked high in college that they would rank 
high in life without great effort. 

But they lack the hanging-on quality. They 
do not realize that, in practical life, the race 
is to the plodder, and not necessarily to the 
swift. This is why so many brilliant class 
leaders have become disappointments to their 
friends. The chain is no stronger than its 
weakest link, and lack of perseverance is a 
fatal deficiency which nothing else will supply. 

Perhaps the greatest secret of success in 
life is due to those sticking qualities. Grip 
conquers the world—the faculty of sticking 
and hanging on when everybody else lets go. 
It is the five minutes more which wins the 
battle—the dogged perseverance, the deter- 
mination of never giving up until death or 
victory comes.—Siftings. 





TRUTH BETTER THAN AN OATH.—A little boy 
was brought into court recently as a witness. 
He did not know what anoath was. The judge 
requested him to tell the truth. The boy 
promised and kept his promise. Why cannot 


grown-up Christian people tell the truth with- 
out having recourse to an oath? 


A Transferred Prize. 
It was the one great day in college. 
mencement had drawn citizens from all the 
county and from other counties to witness the 


Com- 


success of the graduates. It was in the hilly 
region of the South, settled by the Scotch- 
Irish, whose descendants maintained the old es- 
timate, both of religion and education. Before 
the hour of meeting, students from time to 
time appeared on the platform to see the crowd 
pouring in. Among the elegant youth, who 
represented the chief families, was a manly 
looking boy, clothed in homespun, who seemed 
quite busy. Robert Duncan was the only child 
of a farmer, who gained a scanty living out of 
a stony soil on the hillside. By heredity, as 
well as by training, Robert loved his books. 
From “ Saint’s Rest” to Robinson Crusoe and 
the Bible, every volume in the cottage—small 
and great, had been eagerly conned. When 
sent to the village Academy he did not mind 
the three-mile walk twice a day, and by his dili- 
gence stood first in all the classes. His lessons 
were studied at night by the blaze of light- 
wood or pine-knot. But his happy days were 
closing with the close of the term, and the 
prospect of giving up study did not seem bright 
or hopeful. 

One night, when Robert had gone to bed in 
the attic, the mother said, “* My heart is sore 
for Robbie. He is all fitted for college and so 
longs for an education—such a good boy, too, 
I long to send him.” 

“The same has been on my mind, too,” said 
the husband. “I want it for him as much as 
he wants it.” 

After a pause, she replied: 

“T could do without many a thing at table— 
sugar and the like are not necessary. We 
could sell more butter, eggs and nice things 
from the farm. Then our little savings put by 
for sickness and old age, I could spare them 
for sending Robbie to college.” 

“The best boy in the country, around,” cried 
the father. “He'll manage to work and help 
himself. He is quick at everything.” 

At first, Robert was almost dazed with the 
idea of going to college. The parents’ sacri- 
fice seemed too great ; but then he felt a happy 
assurance that he could return the money later. 
He did not find college life all luxury. Besides 
taking a high rank in his classes he spent some 
time daily in taking care of the college build- 
ings, or as the saying was, he became “pro- 
fessor of dust and ashes.” In vacation he 
helped on the farm, and was again the life of 
the house. Reports from college were most 
cheering—as to conduct and scholarship, but 
he took the old interest in his home-life and 
his parents’ comfort. 

After a few years he graduated. He had 
told the delighted parents of the fine appoint- 
ment assigned to him, graduation day, and 
urged them to come and be present, without 
fail—the occasion was to be splendid. What 
a longing they had to hear their Robert speak 
in public. But it could not be. Their clothes 
were too wornand shabby. “No, it won’t do,” 
said the father, shaking his head. “Our ap- 
pearance in the old clothes would put the boy 
to shame.” “You are right,” said the wife. 
“Robbie might, perhaps, be jeered at.” So 
they sent him a letter of warm congratulation 
and sympathy, cheerfully adding that they 
could not be present, because of their very 








plain, old clothing. They could not appear in 
public. 

The answer came on wings: 
“My dear parents, come on! 
clothes, I will take care about that. 

see your son graduate. Come on!” 

This was too much to withstand. The mother 
cleaned and repaired the old clothes, and they 
set out on the appointed day with some misgiv- 
ings. The college was not far away, and the 
journey was short. 

As they entered the large auditorium they 
chose for themselves a retired corner, where 
they would be unnoticed, a back seat against 
the wall, and watched the stream of people in 
holiday suits, who represented the wealth of 
the State. At the extreme end of the build- 
ing, ona platform, they saw Robert, who seemed 
bent on making arrangements, and their hearts 
bounded with joy at his merry smile as he 
greeted friends. 

As the exercises began, the band played, the 
young orators began to speak, flowers were 
showered and general gayety prevailed. 

It was announced that a prize was to be given 
by the President to that member of the Senior 
class, who in the judgment of the faculty, ex- 
celled in three important respects — ability, 
character and attainment. 

At a signal from the chief, Robert Duncan 
came forth to receive the highest honor of the 
class, and a silver medal was seen flashing in 
the sunlight. It was presented with a brief 
Latin speech from the President. The interest 
of the whole audience had been manifest, but 
now became intense. The next thing that oc- 
curred took every one by surprise. After a 
modest, dignified reception of the medal, Rob- 
ert descended the steps of the platform in front 
and then the central aisle far down to a back 
seat against the wall, where sat an elderly 
farmer and his wife clad in homespun. He 
threw his arms around them both and unfasten- 
ing the silver medal he pinned it—kissing her 
cheeks—on the breast of his mother.—Sarah 
Gould, in the Presbyterian. 

[The same or a similar incident is related in 
one of the magazines for Seventh Month.] 


Facts as to Winks. 


No satisfactory determination has been made 
of the reason we wink. Some suppose that the 
descent and return of the lid over the eye serves 
to sweep or wash it off ; others that covering 
of the eye gives it a rest from the labor of vi- 
sion, if only for an inappreciable instant. This 
view borrows some force from the fact that 
the record of winking is considerably used by 
experimental physiologists to help measure the 
fatigue which the eye suffers. 

In another line of investigation, Herr 8S. Gar- 
ten has attempted to measure the length of 
time occupied by the different phases of a wink. 
He used a specially arranged photographic ap- 
paratus, and affixed a piece of white paper to 
the edge of the eyelid fora mark. He found 
that the lid descends quickly, and rests a little 
at the bottom of its movement, after which it 
rises, but more slowly than it fell. The mean 
duration of the downward movement was from 
seventy-five to ninety-one thousandths of a sec- 
ond ; the rest with the eye shut lasted variously, 
the shortest durations being fifteen hundredths 
of a second with one subject, and seventeen 
hundredths with another ; and the third phase 
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of the wink, the rising of the lid, took seven- 
teen hundredths of a second more, making the 
entire duration of the wink about forty hun- 
dredths, or four-tenths of a second. The in- 
terruption is not long enough to interfere with 
distinct vision. 

M. V. Henri says, in L’ Annee Psychologique, 
that different persons wink differently—some 
often, others rarely ; some in groups of ten or 
so at a time, when they rest a while; and others 
regularly, once only ata time. The movement 
is modified by the degree of attention. Periods 
of close interest, when we wink hardly at all, 
may be followed by a speedy making up for lost 
time by rapid winking when the tension is re- 
lieved.—Popular Science Monthly. 


Squaring Profession and Practice. 


No doubt the thing that tells most heavily 
against people who assume to occupy advanced 
moral ground, where they invite others to join 
them, is the fact that practice with them so 
often fails to tally with the profession. The 
story is told of Dr. Johnson, that, one day, 
while dining with a prominent and wealthy 
woman, whose hobby was “ popular equality,” 
he completely took the wind out of her sails 
by replying to one of her complacent generali- 
zations: “‘ Madam, Iam now become a convert 
to your way of thinking. I am convinced that 
all mankind are upon an equal footing, and to 
give you an unquestionable proof, madam, that 
I am in earnest, here is a very sensible, civil, 
well-behaved fellow-citizen—your footman. I 
desire that he may be allowed to sit down and 
dine with us.” 

The writer knew an excellent northern man, 
who was noted for his championship of the 
negro’s cause, declaring that the negro was 
in every important respect the white man’s 
equal, yet he would not allow his daughter 
to form a friendship with her classmate, the 
daughter of the colored barber in town; and 
he protested indignantly when the usher once 
seated a colored man in his pew before the 
family had arrived at church. 

Inconsistency is a most damaging and disas- 
trous charge, if it can be proved against one 
who professes superior virtue or righteousness. 
It is the charge which the world most often 
attempts to bring against the Christian, be- 
cause it knows that nothing will so discredit 
piety as demonstrated failure to live up to its 
own standards. Fortunately, it is very seldom 
that the real and sincere Christian is convicted 
of inconsistency. It is generally the false or 
superficial Christian—one who for policy’s sake 
assumes to be a Christian—who is shown to be 
untrue to God and to his fellow-man in respect 
to the correspondence of profession and prac- 
tice. 

Nevertheless, it behooves each of us to 
watch sharply our own conduct, lest in some 
inadvertent, or perhaps unsuspected way, it 
should belie the professions which we make in 
the sight of God and man. Inconsistency is 
always one of the first symptoms of backslid- 
ing; and if we find ourself repeatedly falling 
into it, we may well believe that the time has 
come to humble ourself in the sight of God 
and prayerfully renew our vows of consecra- 
tion.— Arthur Burmby. 





THE trimming of the vain world would clothe 
the naked world.— William Penn. 


DISCOVERIES IN Ecypt.—Strange relics from 
the ancient Egyptian tombs are being exhibited 
at University College, showing the results of 
last year’s excavating under the guidance of 
Prof. Flinders Petrie. His recent discoveries 
are far more valuable from the historical point 
of view than any previous ones. They bring 
up an enormously remote antiquity. The most 
astonishing feature about these discoveries is 
that they entirely upset all the notions about 
Greek art which have hitherto prevailed. In- 
stead of the Egyptian art we have known being 
but the beginnings, that art is now clearly 
shown to be debased and degenerated from an 
infinitely superior form many scores of genera- 
tions earlier! These explorations have been 
carried on in the old cemetery at Abydos, a 
short distance to the southwest of the Temple 
of Osiris, on a spit projecting from the Lybian 
range above the level of high Nile, which has 
preserved the tombs. Prof. Petrie opened all 
the tombs here, and succeeded in identifying 
the resting-places of seven kings of the First 
Egyptian Dynasty and two kings who reigned 
prior to Menes. Amongst the objects shown are 
portions of a small crystal vase, inscribed with 
the name of Menes, the date of which, according 
to Prof. Petrie, is 4700 B.c. The beautiful 
drinking bowls, made of marble, granite, quartz, 
alabaster and slate, show that at that remote 
period the Egyptians had mastered the art of 
working the hardest material. Ivory must have 
been very plentiful at that time. Amongst 
the objects are some beautifully carved ivory 
feet of bulls. The whole exhibition is simply 
marvellous. 





“ Society can be saved only by what saves the 
soul.” 








Notes from Others. 


The Russian Church has a rule against the publi- 
cation of the Old Testament without the Apocrypha. 





The American Bible Society has been advertising 
the Bible in the leading Japanese newspapers. More 
than five hundred letters of inquiry have been re- 
ceived, and many orders. 





Someone has seen a forecast of the automobile in 
these words of the prophet Nahum: “ The chariots 
shall rage in the streets; they shall jostle one an- 
other, in the broadways, they shall seem like 
torches; they shall run like the lightnings.” 

The Universalist Leader says: “The only possible 
religion for the future, is the Christian religion, 
and the only possible civilization of the future is 
that which is the outgrowth of, and is based upon, 
the religion of Jesus Christ.” 





“Tf Christian Science is error and its adherents 
are following a delusion, they can be easily beaten 
in a fair race, and it will not be necessary that 
their words and works shall be misrepresented in 
order that they may be defeated.”—Quoted by C. S. 
Sentinel. 





The Observer says: “The next great emancipation 
must liberate humanity from the tyranny of organ- 
ized and unconsecrated wealth. God grant that it 
may come through the redeeming power of Christ’s 
truth, and not through the terrific passion of some 
civil or social revolution.” 

John Clifford says in the Watchman: “ Hell has 
been exchanged for hades, and damnation for con- 
demnation, and that uttered very softly; but the 





change in language and tone has not altered the 
permanent fact of penalty for wrong doing.” 

The New York Observer says: “ When wealth and 
culture and power give themselves, as Christ did, 
to the saving of the world, the hunger and rags and 
sorrows and sins of every starving and disheartened 
Lazarus will come to an end.” 





The Watchman says: “The power that leads men 
to faith in Christ is not the keenness of human 
logic or the perfection of an intellectual process, it 
is the presentation of the moral idea, the answer 
of the gospel to needs and aspirations that exist, 
however we explain them.” 





The Sunday School Times says: “ Altruism means 
other-ism. Altruism announces itself to-day as 
though it were an independent system, a new dis- 
covery. It is but the cutting from the Christian . 
plant. Altruism without Christ is a Christian af- 
terglow, a spent Christian bullet.” 

The Pacific has the following: “English preach- 
ing is powerful; American preaching is brilliant. 
The men who occupy the pulpits of the great 
churches of the English-speaking world are up-to- 
date, progressive and full of noble courage. It is 
just as important to have such men in the churches 
as it is to have them in the army.” 

Two NoTaBLe FAMINE GIFTs. 
73 Bible House, New York, July 26th, 1900. 
To the Editor: 

Sir :—Among the contributions received by the 
treasury of the New York Committee of One Hun- 
dred on India Famine Relief, are two which deserve 
special mention. In the early part of the present 
month, the Chinese in attendance at the Reformed 
Presbyterian Mission, Oakland, California, under- 
took to earn money for the sufferers in India. They 
were, for the most part, the better class of house 
servants, temporarily out of employment, to whom 
even small sums were of considerable consequence. 
One of them was skilled in the repairing of cane- 
seated chairs. Accordingly, they asked their mis- 
sion teacher for a letter of commendation, and 
went courageously through the streets of Oakland 
soliciting work. The result was a remittance of 
ten dollars and a half for the famine sufferers. 

Somewhat later in the month inmates of the 
Ohio Penitentiary at Columbus, united in a purely 
free-will offering for famine-stricken India. Out 
of pittances usually hoarded for personal indul- 
gence, they contributed twenty-eight dollars, for- 
warding the same to the Committee of One Hun- 
dred. 

That, in the former case, the despised, isolated 
stranger in a strange land should show such pro- 
found and practical sympathy with far-off India’s 
distress; and that, in the latter case, those whose 
wrong-doing had fixed such an awful barrier be- 
tween them and the outside world, should self- 
denyingly unite for the rescue of the starving in 
distant India; is glorious proof of “a common hu- 
manity.” It signifies that the capability of gen- 
erous sentiment is always in all hearts, and that 
ennobling good-will can survive all adverse in- 
fluence. 

In each instance, along with the thanks of the 
committee, was returned the assurance that the 
gifts would be cabled to India, without expense to 
the fund; that each dollar would give a day’s food 
to from thirty to fifty hungry persons, or buy three 
native blankets for the almost naked, or, with from 
one to two dollars more, aid an impoverished peasant 
farmer in re-seeding his fields. 

Since no essential amelioration of the famine 
situation can possibly come until the harvests of 
next October and November are gathered, it were 
well that the cases which I have cited should in- 
spire all of us to continued and generous gifts. 

L. T. CHAMBERLAIN, 

Executive Chairman of Committee of One Hundred. 
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SUMMARY OF EVENTS. BEEF CATTLE. — Extra, 5$ to 6c.; good, 58 to 5$c.; me- 

UnitTep States—Secretary of State Hay has made pub- | dium, 58 to 54c. 
lic a letter forwarded to Li Hung Chang, in which the| SHEEP AND Lamps.—Extra, 43 to 5c.; good, 4 to 4%c.; 
United States refuses to enter into any arrangements re- } common, 2 to 3c.; spring lambs, 4 to 6$c. 
garding disposition of treatment of the Legations in Pekin} Hocs.—7§ to 8c. for best Western. 
without first having free communication with Minister FoREIGN.—A battle is reported to have taken place 
Conger. between the allied forces and the Chinese in the neigh- 

The State Department received a cablegram from Consul | borhood of Tien-Tsin. The casualties of the allied forces 
Fowler at Che-Foo, which said that he has obtained the | in killed or wounded are set down at 1,200, while the 
copy of the cipher despatch from Minister Conger which | Chinese losses are supposed to have been very heavy. 
was sent through Minister Wu. Itisdated Seventh Month| British Admiral Seymour has held a conference with 
17th, and Signed by Conger. Consul Fowler has no doubt | the Viceroy at Nankin, who asserted that the troubles 
as to its genuineness. were wholly due to the Boxers, and had caused the 

The population of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, according to | greatest regrets to the Chinese Government. 
the count just completed at the Census Office, is 285,315, Japanese newspapers denounce the vindictive purposes 
an increase of 39.54 per cent. since 1890. of the speech of Kaiser William calling upon his troops to 

The Union Pacific Railroad Company is about to begin | revenge Baron von Ketteler. The Main Hi asks: “Should 
the construction of a new line between Evanston, Wyo- | the cry of vengeance be raised against China because her 
ming, and Salt Lake City, eliminating the steep grades of } rebellious subjects perpetrate crimes ?” 

Echo Canon. The new road will not touch Ogden, which The question of whether the Chinese Government has 
will be on a branch line. secretly encouraged the Boxers in their attacks upon for- 

Damage to the extent of $1,000,000 is said to have been | eignera is still a matter of conjecture. 
done to the Illinois broom crop by a recent storm. Yokohama advices say that General Terauchi has re- 

During the three days the National Apple Shippers’ As- | ported to the Japanese Government that it is not advisable 
sociation was in session letters and telegrams were re-| to send more troops to China, declaring that the United 
ceived from every fruit growing section of the country, | force is now ample to relieve the foreigners in Pekin. 
and from these it is estimated that the apple crop this It is reported from Shanghai that fifty missionaries 
year will be the largest in the history of the United States, | have been murdered in the Shan Hi Province. 
exceeding that of 1896, when 60,000,000 barrels were Prince Alfred Ernest Albert, Duke of Saxe-Coburg and 
gathered. Gotha, second son of Queen Victoria, died on the 30th 

The count of the population of Buffalo, New York, just | ult. at Rosenau Castlc. 
completed at the Census Office, is 352,219. The popula- The Boer Commandant, General Botha, is reported to 
tion in 1890 was 255,664. The increase is 37.77 per cent. | be making overtures for surrender. 

The Census Office announced the population of Louis- Paris has a population of 3,000,000 persons and only 
ville, Kentucky, as 204,731, an increase of 43,602, or | 40,000 are Protestants. 

27.06 per cent. over the census of 1890. An unsuccessful attempt was made in Paris by a French 

The amount of gross gold in the United States Treasury | anarchist to assassinate the Shah of Persia. 
on the 2nd reached $631,170,764, which is the highest} Four cases of plague and two deaths have occurred in 
amount in the Treasury in the history of the Government. | London. 

The United States Treasury receipts during Seventh The London Times praises Canada’s decision not to re- 
Month were $49,955,160, and the expenditures, $52,979,- | ceive any more destitute immigrants, and, in view of the 
653, a deficit of $4,024,493. A year ago the deficit was | spread of anarchy, it recommends a similar course of ac- 
$8,506,832. tion to European States. 

Skagway papers have a tabulated account of the ship-| The Spanish Premier, Senor Silvela, intends to take the 
ments of gold up the Yukon via Skagway since Seventh | initiative looking towards an international conference for 
Month 14th. The total is close to $8,000,000. the suppression of Anarchists, and the Spanish Govern- 

The monthly statement of the public debt shows that | ment has decided to apply rigorously the laws against 
at the close of business on Seventh Month 31st, the debt | anarchy. 
less cash in the Treasury, amounted to $1,109,346,710, an | Telephonic communication between German and French 
increase for the month of $1,635,452. This increase is | cities has been opened. 
accounted for by the increased disbursements incident to The son of King Humbert, of Italy, has been crowned 
the beginning of the new fiscal year. King under the title of Victor Emanuel III. 

An earthquake shook the Tintic mining district in The Nicaraguan Government has seized the property of 
Utah on Fourth-day. The shaft of the Mammoth Mine | the Maritime Canal Company, at Greytown, on the ground 
was so thrown out of shape that it was impossible to get | that concession has expired. A concession for building 
the cage below the 1600 foot level. the canal has since been awarded to the Eyre-Cragin syn- 

A temperature of 111 was recorded at Pierre, South | dicate by the Nicaraguan Government. The route has 


Dakota, on the Ist instant. ; not been selected, and the company has liberty to choose 
The proof appears to be conclusive that the assassin of | any within the domain of Nicaragua. 


King Humbert was an Italian immigrant to the United} A new submarine cable has been laid which connects 
States, and that he returned to Italy with the purpose to | the island of Fayal with the European and Azores Com- 
kill the king. He lived for some time in Paterson, N. J., | pany's line, from the Azores to Portugal, and is the first 
and it appears he was a member of an organization which | to connect the Azores with the United States. It also 
proposed to assassinate other crowned heads in Europe. | opens direct communication for the first time between 
A recent election in North Carolina was carried by the | this country and Portugal. 
Democrats by a large majority. A constitutional amend- Hayti has adopted the United States gold dollar as a 
ment was adopted which practically excludes all colored | unit of value. 
men who are unable to read and write. White men who The Japanese Foreign Office announces that the Gov- 
are similarly circumstanced are allowed to vote. ernment of Japan has prohibited all emigration of Japan- 
Captain Frederick Jerome, a sailor, who had the credit | ese laborers to the United States and Canada. 
of saving over 1,000 lives, during his career, lately died} The recent law prohibiting ecclesiastical marriages in 
in San Francisco. His efforts in saving the passengers | Cuba, and recognizing only those accomplished by the 
and crews of different vessels was officially recognized | civil ceremony, has been modified so that parties intending 
both in this country and in England. to marry may go through the ecclesiastical or civil cere- 
There were 439 deaths in this city last week, reported | mony, or both, at their option. This decision restores to 


to the Board of Health. This is 75 less than the previous | the Roman Catholic Church the privileges it enjoyed prior 
week and 11 more than the corresponding week of 1899. | to the American occupation. 


Of the foregoing, 235 were males and 204 females: 37 died —_ 

of consumption; 23 of inflammation of the lungs and sur- RECEIPTS. 

rounding membranes; 13 of cancer; 9 of apoplexy, and 10] Unlessotherwise specified, two dollars have been re- 
ceived from each person, paying for vol. 74. 


of diphtheria. 
Markets, &c.—U. S. 2’s, new, 103} to 1044; 3’s, 109} John Carey, agent, O., $10, for Catharine Ann Stan- 
ton, Isaiah M. Haworth, Wm. Haworth, Ruth B. Ma- 


to 1093; 4’s, reg., 1824 to 133; new 4’s, 1324 to 133; 5's, 
ther and Jacob Barrett: Sarah Huestis, agent, O., $18, 


118 to 1133. 
Cotton closed on a basis of 9#c. per pound for mid- | for Elizabeth Bowman, Lydia Jane Bye, Edna P. Dean, 
dling uplands. Jason Fawcett, Belinda H. Schofield, David Smith, 
FLour.—Winter, super., $2.40 to $2.60; Pennsylvania | Eliza Smith, Hannah Ann Vanlaw and Susan Worstell ; 
roller, straight, $3.45 to $3.65; Western winter, straight, | Margaret J. Jones, Canada; Asa Ellis, agent, Ind., for 
$3.45 to $3.65; spring, straight, $3.75 to $4.00; city mills, | Charles Jones ; Ann E. Wendell, Pa. ; Irena P. Draper, 
straight, $3.50 to $3.75. Rye FLour—$3.10 to $3.20 per | Ia., $1; Mary B. Reeve, Phila.; J. H. Dewees, Pa.; 
Jos. P. Lupton, Ga.; Wm. Balderston, Pa. ; Emilie F. 


barrel, as to quality. 
GraIn—No. 2 red wheat, 733 to 74c. Metzler, Phila. ; James C. Chappell, N. C.; Margaret 
No. 2 mixed corn, 41# to 42c. Kite, O.; David Edgerton, O.; Martha White, N. Y.; 
Edward Comfort, G’t’n, and for Edith C. Tatnall, Pa. ; 








Thomas A. Crawford, agent, O., $14, for Robt. Ellyson, 
David Ellyson, Edwin Fogg, Eliza Ann Fogg, Abner 
Wo:lman, Lydia Warrington and Edgar Warrington ; 
Samuel T. Haight, agent, Canada, $20, for Anna H. 
Moore, Henry 8S. Moore, George Pollard, Joseph G. 
Pollard, John Pollard, Joseph H° Clayton, Catharine 
Hall, Catharine Casler, Mary Ann Treffry and Joshua 
Waring ; K. L. Roberts, N. J.; Isaac Heacock, Pa.; 
A. J. Jones, Del.; Ellen Bromley, Phila.; Laura A. 
Osborn, Conn. ; Frank W. Wood, IIL, $1.55 ; Joseph- 
ine F. Smedley, Pa.; Mary Lownes Levis, Pa. ; George 
P. Stokes for Meribah W. Thorp, N. J.; M. Eleanor 
Magill, Phila. ; Martha B. Sheffield, R. I. ; Robert H. 
Russell for Anna P. S. Russell, Calif. ; Thomas El- 
more, Ind., #3; Wm. C. Warren, G’t’n, and forS. Eliza 
Warren, N. J. ; Henry B. Leeds, agent, N. J., for Wal- 
ter E. Vail; Caspar W. Thompson, N. J.; Hamilton 
Haines, Phila.; James E. Meloney, Phila; John 8. 
Brown, Pa., $6 for himself, George Schill and Abel 
McCarthy ; Rachel F. Parker, Pa.; Elizabeth L. 
Thomas, Pa. ; Charles Lee, Pa. ; Susan Pearson, Pa.; 
S.S. Parvin, Pa.; Wm. Mickle, Pa.; Lydia T. King 
and for Thomas Evans, Pa. ; Thomas H. Whitson, Pa. 
$28 for Charles S. Carter, Benjamin Hayes, Gilbert 
Cope, Nathan Cope $4 (2 vol.), Edward H. Hall, Ruth- 
anna Hoopes, E. Malin Hoopes, Thomas C. Hogue, 
Mary Ann C. Scattergood, Mercy A. Roberts, Elizabeth 
L. Roberts, William P. Townsend and for Thomas 
Thorp, Del.; Elisha Roberts, N. J., $8 for himself, 
David Roberts, Joseph H. Roberts and William H. 
Roberts; Isaac W. Stokes, N. J. $8 for M. Emma Al- 
len, Joseph H. Haines, Benjamin J. Wilkins and Geo. 
Lippincott, vol. 75; Maria 8S. Reeve, N. J. and for R. 
S. Reeve, Phila.; Jane E. Mason, G’t’n and for Jonas 
Edge, Kans. ; Frances E. Jones for Margaret H. Jones, 
Oak Lane; Ann Trimble for Mary W. Sharpless, Pa.; 
George L. Smedley, Phila. ; Benjamin Heritage, N. J.; 
William Clarkson Moffitt, la.; Mary EF. T. Lord, Phila. ; 
Joseph K. Evens, N. J.; John H. Ballinger, N. J., $6 
for himself, Edward H. Jones and Charles D Ballinger ; 
Stacy C. Stiles, N. J.; John Tatum, Phila.; William 
H. Moon, Pa.; Stephen W. Savery, Pa.; Clarkson 
Moore, agent Pa., $28 for himself, Jael C. Chambers, 
Elizabeth C. Cooper, Pennock Co per, Thompson 
Frame, Elizabeth W. Moore, William B. Harvey, 
Priscilla H. Hughes, §& M. Jones, Sarah L. Pass- 
more, Thomas L. Passmore, Hannah Jane Reid, Sarah 
M. Walter and William Wickersham; Jacob R. El- 
freth, Pa. ; Sidney Garrigues, Pa. ; Nathaniel B. Jones, 
N. J.; Price Z. Suplee, Pa. $1, to No. 30, vol. 74. 

Ga” Remittances received after Third-doy noon will not 
appear in the Receipts until the following week. 


NOTICES. 

FRIENDS’ LIBRARY, 142 N. 16th St., Phila—During the 
Seventh and Eighth Months the Library will be open on 
Second and Fifth-day afternoons from 3 P. M. to 6 P.M. 































WESTTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL.—The school year opens 
on Third-day, Ninth Month 4th, 1900. For the admission 
of pupils early application should be made to 

Ws. F. WICKERSHAM, Principal, 
Westtown, Pa. 








DIED, at the home of his parents, Sixth Month 15th, 
1900, WILMER J. CLAYTON, aged four years and four 
months eldest son of Joseph H. and Caroline W. Clayton, 
a member of Norwich Monthly Meeting of Friends, On- 
tario, Canada. “But Jesus said, Suffer little children, 
and forbid them not to come unto me, for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.” 

——, at her residence, 2113 N. Seventh Street, Phila- 
delphia, on the Twenty-fifth of Sixth Month, 1900, SARAH 
J. BEDELL, wife of Lindley H. Bedell, in the fifty-second 
year of her age;a member of the Monthly Meeting of 
Friends of Philadelphia. Her self-sacrificing nature, 
thoughtful consideration of others, and her many acts of 
kindness to those whose afflictions or needs appealed to 
her sympathy, were among the many traits of her beau- 
tiful character. A loving wife, a devoted mother, and a 
true friend, has passed away. In the midst of a busy and 
useful life, marked by many mercies and favors, she was 
taken with a disease, causing much extreme suffering, 
which she bore with true Christian fortitude and patience. 
When it became apparent the progress of disease could 
not be stayed, she received the information with calmness 
and composure of spirit, giving evidence that the indis- 
pensable preparation for the solemn change which was 
hastening had not been neglected. Realizing herself to 
be poor in spirit, yet trusting in, and clinging to, the 
mercy of God in her dear Redeemer, we reverently trust 
the solemn summons found her with lamp trimmed and 
light burning prepared for the joyful invitation, “ Enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 







No. 2 white oats, clipped, 24c. 











